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Beginning with its title question, "Are you a ladybug?", this accessible book is perfect for reading

aloud and tells young readers how they would experience life if they were a ladybug.
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This is a cute, easy to understand and very short guide to information about ladybugs for young

children. Each two page spread is wonderfully illustrated (watercolor and pencil, a mellow, natural

look) with a few short sentences about the lifecycle of the ladybug from the "mom" laying eggs,

through the several metamorphosis that the young larvae go through...acknowledging that young

ladybugs look nothing like adults, which is excellent because this entire process can be difficult to

explain to young children without them seeing it...and in Are You a Ladybug, it's all drawn out nicely

and it's very easy to understand!Are you a Ladybug presents the physical characteristics and

behavior of ladybugs as ell as their diet, habitat and also discusses how animals and birds don't eat

them because they taste bad...no reason is given and it's never discussed if they have any natural

predators, we were left to find out this information on our own, so that was slightly

disappointing.What's so appealing about Are You a Ladybug is that because of the way it's written,

young readers (or listeners, if you use these as read-alouds) are put front and center, they are put in

the position of imagining what is going on from hatching and eating their egg, to molting, eating lots



and lots of aphids, and then growing their hard shell. This book really engages young minds in a

way that is both accurate (scientifically presented) and fun (pretend play/imaginative), with just the

right amount of humor to keep it from getting bogged down in facts. I give it four stars, it would have

gotten five, but there is no glossary and the author does not define what an aphid is...
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